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“An unjust law is not a true law”
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“True law is right reason in agreement with nature; it is of universal
application, unchanging and everlasting; it summons to duty by its
commands, and averts from wrongdoing by its prohibitions...we
cannot be freed from its obligations by Senate or People, and we need
not look outside ourselves for an expounder or interpreter of it. And
there will be different laws now and in the future, but one eternal and
unchangeable law will be valid for all nations and for all times...”
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1 Quoted in “A Short History of Western Legal Theory” by Kelly (1992)
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”In the sphere of criminal law, | entertain no doubt that there
remains in the courts of law a residual power to enforce the
supreme and fundamental purpose of the law, to conserve
not only the safety and order but also the moral welfare of
the state, and that it is their duty to guard it against attacks
which may be the more insidious because they are novel and
unprepared for.”
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